
“The Gospel Story"
Romans 3:23, 6:23, 5:8, 10:9; Matthew 28:18-20

Share the truth about our problem that we can't solve on our own: Sin and death (Rom. 3:23 
and 6:23a)

In Romans 3, Paul is making the case that no-one can be justified or made right with God 
simply through God’s law. The only way to be completely justified under the law is to be completely 
blameless before the law, and to be completely blameless before the law, an individual would have to 
be able to stand before the judge and prove that he/she has never broken the law: Never lied, never 
coveted, never cheated, never done anything against God’s law! God’s Word in Rom. 3:23 — and the 
reality of everyone’s life throughout the history of the world — makes one thing abundantly clear: We 
are all sinners. The law simply reveals the reality of sin in our lives, and because we are all guilty 
under God’s law, we all deserve God’s judgment for breaking His law, which is death. God is the 
source of life, so it only makes sense that when we fail to choose Him, we choose death.
1. Read Rom. 3:20. Discuss what this verse reveals about the inadequacy of works under the law? 

Why are works insufficient?
2. Read Rom. 3:23. Allow one or two people to share their story of when they really realized and had 

to deal with the reality of sin in their lives.
3. Everyday, there are people we know who deal with problems in their lives that are connected to 

sin in their lives. How can we confront sin in love in the lives of those who need the Gospel? How 
could Paul’s question in Rom. 6:21 help in confronting the reality of sin?

4. Read Rom. 6:23. Do you really believe that we earn death for our sins? If so, how should this truth 
motivate you to take a risk in sharing the Gospel with people around you who are dead in sin?

Share the truth about God's solution to our problem: His gift of life in Jesus (Rom. 6:23b)
While we earn death for our sin, God’s desire for our lives is what He created us for: To live. 

The Gospel is the good news that God can free us from sin and death and give us life eternal through 
Jesus Christ! The incredible part of this truth is that it is a gift. In the language of the New Testament, 
the root word for “gift” is the same word that’s used for “grace.” In other words, the emphasis in this 
verse is that the gift of eternal life in Jesus is a free and undeserved gift from God. As such, it can’t be 
purchased or earned; it just has to be received.
1. Take time in your group to really think about and discuss the implications of the fact that eternal 

life through Jesus is a “gift” from God. Discuss the following questions:
A. How does this verse rule out our ability to earn salvation? 
B. How does this verse rule out the possibility of God taking back our salvation?
C. How does this verse rule out the possibility of salvation coming through someone or something 

other than Jesus Christ?
2. If you were sharing the Gospel with someone, how would you go about explaining and sharing 

Rom. 6:23b?



Share the truth about God's proven love for sinners in this world (Rom. 5:8)
While this gift of eternal life through Jesus sounds great, it may also sound too good to be true. 

In fact, there are some good questions that need to be answered, including the simply question of 
why? Why would God give us this free gift if we really are sinners who have broken His law? And 
even if he did have a good motive for giving us this gift, how could it be fair to just forgive us for our 
sins without making us pay for our sins? Rom. 5:8 answers both of these important questions. First, 
the wonderful truth that sinners need to hear is that this gift is available to them because God loves 
them. God’s motive for giving us this gift of eternal life in Jesus is God’s love for us — even while we 
were sinners! Secondly, God’s gift is just and fair because of Jesus’ death for our sins on the cross. 
The sentence for our sins has been carried out. The judgment has been served. The penalty of death 
that we deserve has been paid by Jesus Christ on the cross. It’s not that God’s gift is unfair, the 
Gospel is the good news that God’s gift is a fair offer because Jesus already died in our place and for 
our sins on the cross.
1. Read Rom. 5:9-10. What does God’s Word tell us is the impact of the death of Jesus on the life of 

those who believe in Jesus?
2. How would you explain Rom. 5:8 to help someone understand God’s love for them?
3. What does Rom. 5:8 remind us about God’s knowledge of our sin? Why is this important to share 

with someone who is overwhelmed with a sense of guilt and unworthiness because of their sin?

Share the truth about what someone must do to receive salvation (Rom. 10:9)
The Gospel demands a response. Sharing the truth about our problem with sin and death and 

sharing God’s solution to our problem in His gift of life through Jesus Christ would be incomplete if we 
just stopped there. The Gospel is good news for people today because God’s gift of life in Jesus can 
still be received today! The Gospel demands a response, and Rom. 10:9 provides one of the clearest 
and simplest calls for how someone can respond to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. First, receiving God’s 
gift of salvation demands acknowledging in our lives who Jesus Christ truly is: Our Lord or master! 
Second, the reality of a true confess is that it comes from true faith, which demands that we truly 
believe that Jesus Christ is risen and is our living Lord. God’s promise is that a confession of faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord will result in salvation!
1. How would you go about describing what it means to make Jesus “Lord” in your life?
2. Read Matt. 10:32-33. What does this verse tell us about the importance of a public (or open as 

opposed to hidden and private) confession of faith in Jesus?
3. How could you use Rom. 10:9 to ask someone if they are ready to receive Jesus?
4. What is the promise from God’s Word for those who believe in and confess Jesus as Lord?

Sharing the Gospel is the mission we all have as disciples of Jesus (Matt. 28:18-20)
On that mountain in Galilee, the disciples of Jesus had no misunderstandings or questions 

about their purpose and priority in life. They were to make disciples of Jesus wherever they went in 
life. This hasn’t changed! Today, as disciples of Jesus, we’ve received an incredible gift of grace in 
our life in Jesus. Let’s never forget it! We have a simple story to tell that God can use to change 
someone’s eternity. Let’s tell it! We have a clear purpose and priority in our lives, given by the One 
who is in charge of our lives. Let’s stay on purpose and keep the mission of Jesus as the top priority 
in our lives!
1. If anyone in the group had the opportunity to share the Gospel this past week, allow them to share 

their experience with the group.
2. Is there anyone that you know that you need to share the Gospel with this coming week?
3. Pray for those who need to hear the Gospel, and pray for each other that God will burden our 

hearts with a desire and give us the ability to share the Gospel story with the world around us.


